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AN UNCLEAN BLOODLINE? 


Guru’ 


phrin las 


Bkra shis was a good looking, Tibetan university student of twenty-five. 
Dressed fashionably, he was full of sexual desire and had a lot of fun 
with adorable girls of different ethnicities. 

Lha mo felt Bkra shis loved her and decided to devote her life 
to him. They chatted gaily through WeChat voice calls for the first three 
months. Their relationship was not consummated. 

One night, Lha mo unexpectedly announced she wanted to 
break up. Bkra shis burst into laughter and jumped up in exhilaration. 
It was the most joyful breakup he had ever experienced. He laughed 
crazily until, suddenly, an inexplicable feeling took hold of him. He 
ruminated over this strange feeling, grew tired, and slept. As he slept, 
he dreamed of Lha mo saying, "The feeling of falling in love is making 
me want to tell every single thing that was ever happened to me to my 
lover!" 

Lha mo was the fifth, and youngest child of Tibetan herders 
who had no sons. Her mother gave up hope for a son after Lha mo's 
birth, reverently accepting that the Three Jewels had no mercy for her 
suffering from having no son. 

Life can have hope! A suitor presented himself to the oldest 
daughter, who was ten years older than Lha mo. The mother assumed 
they would have grandsons and thus vanquish rumors of an unclean 
blood line that was used to explain why she had only daughters. As 
soon as she received the good news of her oldest daughter's pregnancy, 
the mother beseeched various deities and worshipped and prostrated 
to the Three Jewels early every morning. 

The mother said to her family at breakfast, "I'm sure this time 
the Three Jewels will have mercy on our poor family. Last night, I 
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dreamed my oldest daughter gave birth to a son," which brought 
happiness to the family. 

The months passed and, as the mother carded and spun yak 
hair at one side of their home door, Lha mo rotated a prayer wheel on 
the other side. Lha mo wanted to comfort her mother and sometimes 
tried to say something to alleviate her mother's obvious depression, 
but found nothing to say. Lha mo understood what a disappointment 
her oldest sister's infant daughter was to her mother. 

Lha mo had insisted that her mother cut her hair like a boy's 
when she was six and it was time to enroll in a boarding primary school. 
At school, the students observed her strange behavior. She dressed like 
a boy and only fought boys. Few boys dared fight her. Sometimes, girls 
shouted and ran when she entered the female toilet, thinking a boy was 
about to attack them. 

Over time, most students and even one of her teachers treated 
her like a boy. The teacher asked her to be the class monitor. Some of 
her boy classmates were unable to accept such female domination and 
were sure their parents and peers would disdain them for having a girl 
monitor, and wonder why a boy was not the class monitor. The boys 
protested to their teacher, claiming it was improper for Lha mo to be 
the monitor. This did not work. They were clever boys and they all 
agreed never to tell their parents that their monitor was a girl. 

Lha mo hated school holidays. 

One summer vacation, her uncle visited her home and urged 
her to act like a girl. He was embarrassed and uncomfortable when he 
heard locals rumoring that Lha mo must be insane for acting like a boy. 
Also, Lha mo's third and fourth unmarried sisters worried Lha mo 
would add to their family's notorious reputation for not having sons, 
and then no one would propose to them. They somehow hated her, but 
flattered, "Lha mo, you are pretty, and local young men are attracted 
by your hauntingly beautiful appearance. It's now time for you to act 
like a woman, catch a handsome boy, and marry him." 

Lha mo knew they disdained her, but thought she should 
endure it. Otherwise, they would bicker, which would lead others to 
gossip and laugh at them. 
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Lha mo wanted to grow up more quickly when she saw local 
young guys on motorcycles, their parents and siblings behind them as 
they headed to community gatherings. She imagined the day when she 
would drive a motorcycle with her mother and her two unmarried 
sisters seated behind her. 

Time created more pressure. 

Lha mo was twenty-three. Her third and fourth sisters were still 
unmarried and her mother had been diagnosed with lung cancer. As 
her mother's illness worsened, she knew death would come soon. She 
asked Lha mo to be responsible for the family and urged her to marry 
as soon as possible. Lha mo considered marriage and sometimes 
worried that no one would marry her because of her masculine 
behavior. 

The next year, her mother said something to Lha mo shortly 
before she stopped breathing. 

Lha mo fell in love with her schoolmate, Bkra shis, who was 
from her community, in the first semester of her fourth year at college. 
She had met him at their school one cool night when stars were 
glimmering. Bkra shis was squatting under an aspen as a breeze blew 
his hair up from his forehead. His attractive appearance caught her 
attention. Unconsciously, she touched his hand and said, "Are you 
okay? May I escort you to the school clinic?" 

Her warm hand refreshed him and somehow released him from 
the sorrow of breaking up with his latest girlfriend. A strange feeling 
pierced his heart. He lifted his head and beheld Lha mo's natural smile, 
plump face, ruddy cheeks, and dark eyes. A second later he said, "I'm 
fine. Nothing's wrong with me." 

They chatted for a while, and then he stood up, stepped forward, 
but returned and looked at her again. He thought she was adorable and 
asked for her phone number. 

He never forgot the feeling of Lha mo touching his hand and 
sharing companionship with him that night. 

Over time, he learned that she was a virgin, which he at first did 
not believe. When she swore an oath that she was, he was convinced 
and was even more interested in her. Sleeping with a virgin would 
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make him more of a real man to his fellows. His friends admired his 
good looks but would think even more of him if he could claim he had 
slept with a virgin. 

Two weeks later, Lha mo felt Bkra shis loved her and decided 
to marry him. She hesitated to tell him about her family background. 
"He will think my family is evil if I tell him I have five sisters, no 
brothers, and no living parents," she reasoned. 

Eventually, she told him her story, hoping he would better 
understand her, and because she hoped he would then tell her about 
his family. 

Bkra shis' father was very religious. Bkra shis knew his father 
would scold him if he told him of his relationship with Lha mo. He 
wanted to stop contacting her after he understood her family reality, 
but at the same time, he felt pity and did not want to hurt her. He 
reluctantly maintained the relationship, hoping she would lose interest 
and end it. They rarely met at school. While he was concerned he would 
be trapped if he accepted her virginity, he hoped to have fun with her 
one time. 

She hesitated about having sex, especially after her friends 
confided their experiences. They had slept with their first lovers, who 
then disappeared or they had broken up. Her friends regretted what 
they'd done. She was convinced, however, that Bkra shis was kind and 
would not hurt her. 

Bkra shis didn't tell his friends about Lha mo and their 
relationship until one night in their dorm room. Most burst into 
laughter when he said, "I heard Lha mo is a virgin!" 

They all assumed Bkra shis was in love and began teasing, 
"Virgin! Great! You have a chance to do something you've never done 
- sleep with a virgin." 

"You know, your brother is a real man and has slept with 
thirteen virgins. You should be like him!" one exclaimed. 

They all laughed and continued to make fun of him. 

One of his roommates, who was often jealous when Bkra shis 
made a new girlfriend, said, "You have fallen in love with a weird, 
muscular girl. Maybe she doesn't have a vagina." 
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Silence locked the room. 

His roommate giggled and continued, "I heard her family has 
five daughters, no sons, and her mother never married. Don't you guys 
think this odd and ominous?" 

Bkra shis kept his head down and said nothing. 

Four months later, Lha mo was ready and called Bkra shis. She 
waited for him at the school sports field until eleven PM. She was 
deeply hurt when he didn't show and decided to break up with him. 

She called him when she got to her dorm, expecting him to 
reject her announcement but he agreed. 

His dream ended with Lha mo's mother saying, "Dear Lha mo, 
I know you acted like a boy to make me feel better. In my life, I have 
learned that there is nothing wrong with women. Women are as 
important as men. Be a real woman!... Dear Lha mo, always remember 
that our family is not evil!" 

He wiped away his sweat, lit a cigarette, and tried to get rid of 
the dream, but he couldn't "Women are as important as men. You 
should be a real woman, not a man!... Dear Lha mo, you should always 
remember that our family is not evil!" stuck in his mind. 

The next day, he called her many times. There was no answer. 

He was in psychological turmoil. 


Tibetan Terms 


bkra shis 
gu ru 'phrin las 
lha mo 
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